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ceived the appointment and returned to Canada, his native
country, to lay the foundations, and for about thirty years,
in spite of many discouragements, to work out the develop-
ment of one of the most important and successful geologi-
cal surveys that have ever been carried on in any country.

Summer had brought back leaf and blossom ere bags
and hammers were furbished up anew for field-work. A
plan which had been discussed the previous year in Russia
was now to be put into execution, viz., that Murchison should
with his comrades make a careful examination of some of
the best sections of the older rocks of Britain, for the sake
of renewed and more definite comparison with those of the
Continent, and especially of Eussia. Count Von Keyserling
duly arrived, and after the usual and indispensable hospi-
talities in London, Murchison and he started on their Eng-
lish tour. Beginning with the Isle of Wight, they first
worked their way over the Secondary formations westward
as far as Cheltenham and the Malverns. Then they turned
northwards into the old Silurian region, lingering at the
rocks and country-houses which had been Murchison's
favourite haunts ten years before, and passing across the
undefined and increasingly indefinable line between Cam-
bria and Siluria, away over Sedgwick's domains even to the
far promontories of North "Wales. Turning still north-
wards, the two geologists halted in Durham to compare the
rocks and fossils of that county with those of the Eussian
province whence the term ' Permian' had been taken. The
northern coal-fields, so like in some respects to those of
Eussia, offered many points of interest for comparison. So
intent, however, were the travellers in gathering materials
for the illustration of their Eussian work, that they pro-
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